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Theatre for Zoomers and about Zoomers in English

Bratislava, June 4, 2024 — The productions The Unwanted Neighbor and FANTOMAS reflect the
themes that young people of the Zoomer generation live with, but they may also touch other
generations. The intolerance of otherness, fear of the unknown, the search for one's own identity, or
the pitfalls of the world of misinformation resonate throughout our society. The Pavol Orszdgh
Hviezdoslav Theater stages these productions in English for the first time.

The staging of the productions in English was created in cooperation with the UNICEF organization.
Young people of the generation Z, the so-called Zoomers are a fragile generation that lives in a
digitized world with unlimited access to information, but at the same time, the world around them is
changing irresistibly. Frustration and hatred are escalating in the online space, and they must
navigate it and find their sense of belonging. The plays try to help them find answers to some of their
guestions and tell them that they are not alone. Presenting these productions in English is also a way
to get closer to them.

The Unwanted Neighbor and FANTOMAS, together with the production The Nonpareil Beauty, are
stable constituents of the DPOH repertoire, were created as part of the Tolerance Project, which is
aimed at young viewers. They try to name the problems of young people in their language and
through their generation of actors (who also contributed to the plays with their own authorial texts)
and try to find a solution together. This should be healthy self-confidence, tolerance, participation
and an active approach to one's life and society. The young generation is just as divided as the adult
generation. They do not trust democracy, institutions, are prone to conspiracies, show signs of
intolerance towards minorities and have no vital feeling that they have a chance to change things
around them.

The fourth production of the Tolerance Project called Zombies, the theme of which is toxic
masculinity, will be presented by DPOH in the new theater season.
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Generation Z: The Unwanted Neighbour / 10th June / 7pm / Main stage

Who is the worst neighbor? Roma, liberal or gay? Home is a place to preserve traditions. The youth in
the rural areas of the country is much more traditional than its urban peers. 63% of the GEN Z
generation do not want to live next to people of color, 63% next to liberals, 60% next to LGBTI
people. More than a half wouldn’t want to share neighborhood with foreigners, migrants, refugees,
Jews, and Muslims. Mentally or physically handicapped neighbor also presents a problem for the
young people living in the city. Both groups tend to favour anti-democratic and populist parties.

The project was developed in cooperation with the Slovak Youth Council and Bratislava Conservatory.
Directed by: Juraj Hrcka, Erik Petovsky
https://vstupenky.dpoh.sk/event-detail/6617a6cla2ec3d06c8e357aa/?lang=sk_SK

FANTOMAS / 12th June / 10am and 7pm / Main stage

How many masks does FANTOMAS have? Is there anything we can truly believe in? Living in the age
of guaranteed truths, do we really know what we are sharing and watching on social media? Is it
possible to expose hoaxes, disinformation, and conspiracy theories? Young people of the GEN
Z generation may have unlimited access to information, but such a world is full of traps. FANTOMAS
is not only a mysterious villain, but also an acronym for the crucial concepts of media literacy. It is
important to check FACTS, find the AUTHOR, see through false NAMES and labelling, not to get
fooled by shocking TITLES, disclose OPTICAL MANIPULATION, train our MIND, and use correct
ARGUMENTS. And most importantly, face our STRONGEST fears. The project was developed in
cooperation with the organization Choose Your Info.

Directed by: Valeria Schulczova
https://vstupenky.dpoh.sk/event-detail/662b87a51b234e13a4d4e3fc/?lang=sk SK

Look into the minds of Zoomers, and if you belong to their generation, come, and find out how your
peers are doing with otherness, their relationship to social networks, hoaxes, or themselves. If you're
not a Zoomer, come see what we have in common and how we can live together. Are our
generations as different as we think? And aren't we all in this together?

Theatre repertoire: https://dpoh.sk/repertoar/
Online booking https://vstupenky.dpoh.sk/

Theatre box office: Laurinska 20, Bratislava
Monday - Friday 2pm — 7pm, an hour before the show during weekends.
www.dpoh.sk / FB/IG - DPOH
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